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International application No. 



PCT/EP02J07023 



I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 17)): 

Description, Pages 

1 -31 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1 -26 as originally filed 

Drawings, Sheets 

as originally filed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made since thev have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). V 

( ^ortT' aCement SheGt containin 3 such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

V ' 5?f««" ed s * atement " nder Artic le ?5(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial aDDlicabilitv 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 1 appiicamiity, 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-26 




No: 


Claims 




Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-26 




No: 


Claims 




Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-26 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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V. 



The subject-matter of the present claims is neither disclosed in nor fairly 
suggested by the state of the art on record. 

Of the prior art documents relating to the pulse electrodeposition of a metal in 
nanocrystalline form US-A-6 080 504 is the most pertinent. 

However, this document does not disclose a process having the combination of 
features specified in present claim 1 , in particular the deposition rate and the t off - and 
the ton -1 '™ 6 ranges for the cathodic and the anodic pulses respectively. 

US'504 also does not disclose a micro component as defined in present claim 24. 

The possibility of producing micro components having, inter alia, an equiaxed 
microstructure throughout the plated component which is relatively independent from 
the component thickness and structure justifies the acknowledgment of an inventive 
step. 
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